Keynote Lecture (EFH:%7%) 01,

Dr. Cynthia Maung
Director, Mae Tao Clinic, Mae Sot, Thailand

“Strengthening of health system governance in times of the humanitarian crisis”
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Like many Thai towns along the Thailand-Burma border, Mae Sot is a sanctuary for many Burmese
refugees in their flight from the upheaval of civil war in their own country. It is here in Mae Sot — as the
bitter war continues across the border — that Dr. Cynthia Maung continues, after 30 years, to face the
challenges of providing health care to this sector of society. After graduating from university in Burma,
she worked at a large hospital but resigned to take up medical work in a Karen village where he had her
roots; in 1988 he defected to Mae Sot, Thailand; in 1989 she founded the Mae Tao Clinic, since then she
has been providing health medical and educational assistance, and protection of human rights to migrants
and refugees from Myanmar. In 2002, she was awarded the Magsaysay Prize, Asia's Nobel Prize, and in

2003 she was named an ‘Asian Hero’ by TIME magazine in the US.

(Extracted and modified from the Mae Tao Clinic website.)
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